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This SUMMARY OF ACTIONS (SOA) is a brief summary of the actions taken 
by the 143rd General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
America, which convened in Norman, Oklahoma from 17 - 20 June 2018.  
The SOA is not intended to be, nor is it the definitive document that 
captures the complete actions of the General Assembly.  Rather, the intent 
of the SOA is to provide a brief overview of the work of the General 
Assembly (GA). The MINUTES of the General Assembly serve as the definitive 
record that captures the complete actions of the General Assembly, which 
result from reports of standing boards and select committees. Finally, the 
SOA is provided as a courtesy by the General Assembly. 
 
 
The 143rd General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
America (CPCA), met concurrently with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
(CPC) 17- 20 June 2018 in Norman, Oklahoma, and included the following: 
 
Host Presbytery: Brazos River  
Host Moderator: Reverend Roosevelt Fields 
 
Theme: “Send Me”, Isaiah 6:8 
 
 

I. Organizational Matters 
 

1. CONSTITUTED the 143rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY with forty-four (44) 
commissioners, and three (3) Youth Advisory Delegates (YADs).  
Thirteen (13) of the fifteen (15) presbyteries were represented at the 
General Assembly; however, neither the Ohio Valley Presbytery nor the 
Purchase Presbytery were represented by commissioners. 
 

2. AFFIRMED THE NATIONAL CHURCH YEAR THEME: “Send Me”, 
Isaiah, Chapter 6, verse 8. 
 

3. PARTICIPATED in the Joint Opening Worship Service of both the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church (CPC) and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America (CPCA) that was held Sunday, 18 June 
2018 at 7:00 pm at the Embassy Suites Hotel. The Reverend David 
Lancaster, Retiring Moderator of the CPC, and a member of the West 
Tennessee Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
delivered the message entitled, “What About These Bones?” Then the 
participants took part in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, with the 
Reverend Tramaine Snodgrass serving as a Co-Celebrant. 
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4. PARTICIPATED in the Joint Moderators’ reception at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in Norman, Oklahoma. 
 

5. PARTICIPATED in several joint CPCA/CPC devotions, worship 
services, and Women’s celebrations. 

 
6. RECEIVED excellent hospitality from the host Presbytery, Brazos 

River. The Report of the Select Committee on the Resolutions of 
Thanks expressed the gratitude of the 143rd General Assembly and its 
constituency to the Brazos River Presbytery for an excellent job. 
 

7. PARTICIPATED in a discussion on the future role of young people in 
the CPCA. Elder William “Nick” Underwood, Jr., CPCA’s Legal Counsel, 
sponsored a pizza party for all the young/youth to participate. 
Moderator Cole appointed the following to an Ad Hoc Youth Advisory 
Committee (AHYAC), Reverend Moses Finch, Mrs. Nina Phipps, and 
Reverend Tramaine Snodgrass, to coordinate the pizza and to develop 
a proposal for activities for young CPCA members at the GA. The 
report of the AHYAC was referred to the Select Committee on 
Christian Education for review any necessary action. 
 

8. AFFIRMED that the 144th General Assembly will convene in Huntsville, 
Alabama at the Embassy Suites Hotel, meeting concurrently with the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  The Huntsville Presbytery will serve 
as the host presbytery. 

 
II. ELECTIONS: 

 
10. ELECTED by the 143rd General Assembly the following persons to 

serve as officers and board members on the corresponding positions: 
 
A. Elder Lewis Leon Cole, Moderator (Cleveland Ohio Presbytery),  

(Final term) Class of 2019.  
(NOTE:  Pursuant to Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 11th 
Edition, pp. 265-267, a majority vote was taken by the General 
Assembly to suspend Article VI, Section 2.c. of the General 
Assembly’s Standing Rules, to allow Moderator Lewis LEON Cole, Jr. 
to serve an additional term as the Moderator until the close of 2019 
General Assembly). 
 

B. Rev. Michael L. Jones, Vice Moderator (Tennessee Valley Presbytery) 
(2nd Term) Class of 2019. 
  

C. Elder Craig A. White, Stated Clerk, (Huntsville Presbytery), 
     (2nd Term) Class of 2022. 
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D. Reverend Lela Fencher, Engrossing Clerk, (Birmingham Presbytery), 
(3rd Term) Class of 2023. 

 
E. Elder Vanessa K. Midgett, Board of the Judiciary (Alabama Synod), 

(2nd Term) Class of 2021. 
 

F. Rev Phal Carter, Board of the Judiciary (Texas Synod), (1st term)          
Class of 2021.  
 

G. RECEIVED words of thanks to the General Assembly from the 
following Elder Lewis Leon Cole, Jr., the Reverend Michel Jones, 
Elder Craig A. White, and the Reverend Lela Fencher for re-electing 
each to serve another term. 
 

 
III. Reports of the Committees and Boards 

 
 

Report of the Select Committee on CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

11. REFERRED the Report of the Select Committee on Christian Education 
to the General Assembly Executive Board (GAEB) for action and for 
reporting to the 144th General Assembly. 

 
Report of the Select Committee on MEMORIAL 
 

12.  MEMORIALIZED and THANKED GOD for the life and the legacy of 
three (3) ordained ministers and of three (3) ordained elders who 
transitioned during the intervening period between the 2017 and the 
2018 meetings of the General Assembly. A Memorial Service was held 
to commemorate the lives of the following individuals in the 143rd 
meeting of the General Assembly:  

 
Elder Vernon Sanders Angelina Presbytery 
Elder Archie Watley Brazos River Presbytery 
Elder Tony Persons Elk River Presbytery 
Reverend Bruce Ingram Florence Presbytery 
Reverend Felix Baker, Jr. South Alabama Presbytery 
Reverend Anthony Fletcher Tennessee Valley Presbytery 

 
Report of the Select Committee on RESOLUTION of THANKS  

 
   13. APOPTED the Resolution of Thanks presented to the Brazos River 

Presbytery for coordinating the 143rd General Assembly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America.  The General Assembly 
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recognized that the Brazos River Presbytery executed the plans in spite 
of not having a presence in the city of Norman. 

 
Report of the Select Committee on MISSIONS and EVANGELISM 
  
   14. ADOPTED the following Recommendations: 
 

A. That the CPCA continues its corporate relationship with the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church (CPC), the Coalition of 
Appalachian Ministries (CAM); that the CPCA continues to pray for 
COL David Lockhart; and that the CPCA continues its relationship 
with and support of the Presbyterian Council for Chaplains and 
Military Personnel (PCCMP), along with the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches (WCRC). 
 

B. That Knoxville, Tennessee (2020) and Chicago, Illinois (2021) are the 
next two venues for the convening of the General Assembly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America. 

 
C. That “(a) the following suggested tools be instituted for Evangelism 

and Congregational Care: (i) Provide workshops to train members on 
congregation visitation for the sick and bereaved; (ii)  Develop Care 
Ward to be chaired by Elders to place members on the ward for 
congregational care. May use lay persons and CP Women to assist in 
administering the ward; and (iii) Visit members who are sick or have 
death should be limited to fifteen (15) minutes. Provide them with 
encouragement through cards and books that relate to their 
situation. (b) Provide a workshop on Evangelism to include the 
following: (i) Develop invitational cards to have out in strategic areas 
of the community such as the corners of Walmart and grocery 
stores, and (ii) Use the following book as a suggestive tool for the 
workshop, The Christian Life, New Testament (with master 
outlines & study notes), KJV 1978 ed.” 

 
Report of the Select Committee on EXECUTIVE BOARD REVIEW 

 
15. ADOPTED the following Recommendations: 

 
A. That the Denominational Center opens its facility to allow for CPCA 

and non-CPCA entities, groups and individuals to rent space for a 
limited number of activities deemed appropriate for the facility. 
Facility use would be executed under contract and require a 
deposit, payment of the designated hourly fee and applicable 
custodial fee. 
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B. That members of each church, presbytery, and synod be 
encouraged to send to the Office of the General Assembly accurate 
and updated information (e.g., emails, phone numbers, addresses, 
and the like) to create an extensive CPCA Directory.  

 
Report of the Select Committee on FINANCE and BUDGET DISTRIBUTION 

 
16. APOTED that all CPCA ministers, churches, and presbyteries to 

continue to meet all fiscal obligations to the CPCA Church; faithfully 
submitting all assessments, tithes, offerings, etc., thereby enabling the 
Church to serve effectively. 

 
Report of the Select Committee on the HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

 
17. ADOPTED the following Recommendations: 

 
A. That the General Assembly makes congregations and presbyteries 

aware of the 1810/1874 Circle and encourages new members to 
support this endeavor annually. 
 

B. That congregations are encouraged to have a special offering on 
the Sunday designated as Denomination Day to help support the 
special project designated for that year 

 
C. That the General Assembly make presbyteries aware that the 

Historical Foundation is interested in and has the funds to publish 
books on topics concerning the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America and instruct 
them to share this information with the churches and individuals 
of their presbytery. 

 
Report of the Select Committee on ECUMENICAL RELATIONS (this 
Committee also reviews the Report of the Unified Committee on Theological 
and Social Concerns) 
 

18.  ADOPTED the following Recommendations relative to the Unified 
Committee on Theological and Social Concerns (CTSC): 

 
A. That sections I, II, III, IV, and VI of the report from the Unified 

Committee on Theological and Social Concerns be accepted as 
written. 
 

B. That section V of the report from the Unified Committee on 
Theological and Social Concerns be accepted after the following 
sentence is added to it:  
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"The Committee will also review for possible recommendation to the 
2019 General Assemblies a study paper on the inclusion of the 
LGBTQIA community in Christian faith communities written by a 
Christian theologian who is a member of the LGBTQIA community 
and who is a member of the CPCA/CPC or a member of one of the 
Presbyterian faith communities with which we share an ecumenical 
relationship. Such resources may be provided to or suggested to the 
Unified Committee on Theological and Social Concerns." 

 
C. That CPCA YAD's prepare and lead mini workshops at Presbytery 
or Synod meetings throughout the coming year and also at the 2019 
GA in which they assist attendees in setting up email accounts on 
smart phones, pads (such as Kindles or iPads), or on computers and 
in which they demonstrate the basics of computer use and how to 
access denominational websites. 
 
D. That the 2018 GA of the CPCA immediately prepare and send to 
the President of the United States a Resolution/Memorial 
denouncing the inhumane practice of separating children from 
parents at our country's borders as a deterrent to immigration, 
whether legal or illegal. 

 
Report of the Select Committee the Commission on Military Chaplains and 
Personnel:  

 
    19. REFERRED by to the General Assembly Executive Board (GAEB) for 

action, and to report back to the 144th General Assembly for its 
approval. 

 
Report of the Board of the Judiciary – Review of Synod Records Books:  
 
        20. ADOPTED the following Recommendations: 
 

A.  That the original (handwritten) minutes to include the original 
appendices (reports, communications, etc.) with the original. 
 

B. That the placement of records should in ascending order. 
 

C. That the approved church ledger is the recommended 
binder/container for minutes and church records. (NOTE: The 
ledger can be purchased through the Denominational Center in 
Huntsville, AL c/o Dr. G. Lynne Herring) 

 
 
Report of the Board of the Judiciary – Annual Report:  
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        21. ADOPTED the following Recommendation: 
 
              To ensure consistency in representation requirements for all CPCA  
              Judicatories, it is recommended the representation formula 

prescribed by the General Assembly, (1-200) be adopted and made 
applicable to all judicatories. Further, it is recommended the 
appropriate amendments to the Confession of Faith (COF) be 
affected and designated as applicable CPCA denomination and its 
judicatories (Refer to the COF, 9.0 General Assembly, and to the 
ratification procedures, COF 11.4b). 

 
Report of the Select Committee on EXECUTIVE BOARD REVIEW 
(Addendum):  
 
        22. ADOPTED the following Recommendation: 
 

A. That the General Assembly's Office has been working to compile 
an extensive directory of the General Assembly. Providing 
accurate and timely information during reporting is essential to 
sufficiency of this project. Please encourage each church, 
presbytery, and synod to send, to the GA Office, their correct 
address, telephone number and e-mail address. 

 
B. That the Denominational Center opens its facility to allow for 

CPCA and non-CPCA entities, groups and individuals to rent 
space for a limited number of activities deemed appropriate for 
the facility. Facility use would be executed under contract and 
require a deposit, payment of the designated hourly fee and 
applicable custodial fees. 

 
Report of the Unification Task Force (UTF):  
 
        23. NOTED that the Reverend Joy Warren and the Reverend Doctor   

Mitchell M. Walker, Sr., both members of the UTF, addressed the 
Assembly regarding its report. The Assembly ADOPTED the 
following recommendations: 

 
A. That the General Assembly of the CPC accept, with gratitude for 

her faithful service to the Unification Task Force (UTF), the 
resignation of Pam Phillips-Burke from the UTF. 
 

B. That the General Assemblies of the CPCA and the CPC approve 
the proposed timeline for action. 

C. That the fourth Sunday in June 2019 be recognized in the CPC 
and the CPCA as Unification Sunday, and that all Presbyteries* be 
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encouraged to pray for our unity in Jesus Christ, and for 
discernment as we seek to express our unity more fully in the 
future. (*The CPCA General Assembly voted to strike the word 
“churches” contained in the UTF report, and to adopt the word, 
“presbyteries”). 

 
Report of the Joint Committee on Amendments: 
 
        24. ADOPTED the following contained in the Joint Committee on 

Amendments Report. 
 

A. That the Board of Judiciary of the CPCA will be proposing to the 
2018 CPCA General Assembly an amendment to Constitution 5.4 
and 8.2. The proposed change makes the representation formula 
for delegates to presbytery and synod consistent with the 
representation formula for delegates to General Assembly (9.2). If 
ratified, this amendment would affect only the CPCA. 
 

B. That this committee celebrates the possibility of union 
congregations being established by the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America (CPCA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church (CPC). The stated clerk CPC and the administrative 
director CPCA will develop a step-by-step guide for the use of 
presbyteries in organizing or receiving such union churches. 

 
C. That CPC representatives shared with the CPCA representatives of 

this committee the proposed constructional amendments 
included in the Report of the Permanent Judiciary Committee. 
Because we share the Constitution, these amendments will go 
before the CPCA General Assembly as well. 

 
ADJOURNED until the 144th General Assembly, which is scheduled to 
convene June 2019 in Huntsville, Alabama with the Huntsville Presbytery 
serving as the host presbytery. 
 
Humbly submitted, 

 
Elder Lewis Leon Cole, Jr., Moderator 
 

 
Elder Craig A. White, Stated Clerk 


