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The Church As An Oasis Of Salvation 
 

Biblical Text: Philemon 8-18 ==== Being ambassadors for Christ means being an oasis of salvation to all those in your midst! 
================================================================================================================= 

 

Introduction 
 

Consider how your church is blessed of God; whether thirty, forty or even five years old, 
times the number of trials that threatened to close the doors, times the number of members 
who have passed through, times those converted, times the commitments, sweat, and 
tears. 
 

Considering this – what do you have? Do you have a maturing church built on a solid 
foundation of faith? Consider the church name. How fitting is your church name to your 
location? Does the church stand out from everything else around it?  
 

► Wilderness and the Oasis 
 

The wilderness is a wild and uncultivated region, such as a forest or desert; it is desolate 
land that is only inhabited by wild animals. This land is no good until it is cultivated with 
modern technology, such as water and sewer systems, buildings, and civil law center. 
 

Spiritually, the wilderness is a desolate area where the devils rule, striving to devour 
anybody travelling in their territory; spiritually, the wilderness is void of godliness, God is 

scorned, and where wickedness rules. The wilderness is the highways and byways today. 
 

You need an oasis when traveling through the wilderness. An oasis is a small fertile or 
green area in the wilderness, usually having a spring or well. Spiritually speaking, an oasis 
is a place where an abundance of living water can be found; without water you will die! 
 

God in His mercy made the Church to be an Oasis Of Salvation! Anyone in the wilderness 
can turn in to the life sustaining oasis and be refreshed, restored in Christ. This oasis in the 
wilderness is called the Church. Our church has proven to be an Oasis Of Salvation! 
 

► Salvation center in the wilderness 
 

The Church, as a salvation center, will save the lost, heal the sin-stricken, and reconcile 
dying souls to God. An Oasis Of Salvation is a place where sinners meet God through the 
preached Word, power of the Holy Spirit, and the saints’ testimony in the life of salvation. 
 

What makes Our Church to be an Oasis Of Salvation? Any Church that would be a life 
ministering oasis must have the following elements in her spiritual labors: 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

● Compelling faith: Jesus Christ is the bedrock of each congregation ● Changed lives: conversion bears fruit; chains of sin fall apart 
● Compassionate love: Christian love is inclusive, never exclusive  ● Committed leaders: thick-and-thin, they are spiritual mentors 
● Confident hope: divine expectation of God doing great things today ● Constant prayers: for patience, endurance, and renewed life 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Introduction – [continued] 

 

In a word, “(Your Church) CPCA” is a developing, maturing church that is steadily 
achieving the task God has assigned to this church body. God gave us this charge: 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood”  [Acts 20:28] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
 

This divine charge is both for the church as a Church, and to every member who calls Christ 

his/her Savior. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

In our Text, Paul is under house arrest, but this didn’t stop him from fulfilling his divine 

commission to preach the Gospel. Though imprisoned, Paul write letters (called epistles) 
to exhort the Churches to “work out your own salvation!”  Paul wrote this epistle to 
Philemon. 
 

In his visitations, Paul meets a runaway slave called Onesimus. Paul leads this slave into a 
saving relationship with Christ, and is then compelled to send Onesimus back to his owner, 
Philemon. In this letter Paul shows his salvation to be genuine in dealings with Philemon. 
 

Paul willingly sacrifices himself in attempts to save Onesimus. In other words, Paul was an 
Oasis Of Salvation in his private life. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

● Onesimus is a condemned, runaway slave; He meets Paul in Rome ● Costs paid: death, separation; brings forgiveness, restoration 
● The penalty of sin is eternal death; only hope is suitable debt payer ● Forgiveness is applied by faith, reconciliation, peace with God 
● Debt payer must incur debt of all sin to satisfy God’s holiness ● Restoration complete: walk with God, in Christ: newness of life 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Is your private life an Oasis Of Salvation? 
 

► Do you pray for God to have mercy on all your enemies? 
► Do you hurt for others knowing they will fall under God’s wrath? 
► What sacrifices are you making in attempts to save others? 
► Would Jesus claim you as a valued partner in the Gospel? 
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The Church sole mission is to lead all souls into a saving relationship with 
Christ; who but the Church willingly intercedes for souls still in bondage to 
sin and doomed to sure judgement? The Church is priest to the entire world 
 
As an Oasis Of Salvation, the Church should aim to save every soul who dares to come into 
the Church. As a place of worship, praise, and prayer, the Church must never dismiss the 
purpose of corporate worship. The call goes out to sinners to repent and worship too. 
 

The purpose of an Oasis Of Salvation is to compel all men to look to Christ for salvation. 
 

► Life at the Oasis of Salvation 
 

The Church scene is beautiful. Saints coming together to talk about the goodness of God. 
Many of the sick and shut-ins come through the door and the praises of God goes up. The 
visible testimony of God’s healing is on display. What a scene for corporate praise! 
 

The truth is, the Church is a place where devils converge to block, hinder, and destroy the 
work of God. Satan knows the Church is why his kingdom is being torn down. Each time a 
soul is saved, another returns or recommit to God; no wonder why Satan is angry! 
 

Paul’s salvation compels him to intercede for Onesimus. Paul knows it’s his duty to labor for 
every lost soul to be saved, forgiven, and restored. Paul’s labors resembles Jesus’ ministry.  
The sick, hungry, downcast, and rejected, all came to Jesus for blessings, relief. 
 

Life at the Oasis Of Salvation aims to secure salvation and deliverance of all people. The  
Bible says the saints: “are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works!”  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………................................................................................ 
 

Is your salvation profitable to God? Salvation demands you to be salvation minded; salvation is not limited to you; it must be 
proclaimed to all men; your salvation is God’s instrument by which He saves others; your salvation will awaken the dead 

 
08  Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 
09  Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a  
     prisoner of Jesus Christ. 
10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 
11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------- 
● Paul knows the power of authority as an Apostle: operates in love ● Paul lived by example; he is careful not to impose on others 
● Paul speaks by experience: he is a veteran in the faith of ministry ● Paul is careful in how he lived, knowing others would follow him    
● Paul sincerely appeals for the condemned:  all have gone astray ● Paul meets Onesimus; details unknown; but God is working    
● Paul makes appeal on Onesimus’ behalf, a slave to man, now save ● Salvation fact: all men are initially alienated from God; useless 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Church is to be a spiritual refuge for sinners to nourish on the food of 
salvation: forgiveness, redemption, reconciliation, and restoration; to those 
entering the Church must be extended mercy, grace, and love, without fail 
 
What do people want when going to church? What does a prostitute need as she walks 
by the church? What does the town drunkard need when staggering into church? What 
does the convict need after release? These come to the church with one common need. 
 

From the lowest to the highest stations of life, everybody craves acceptance like anyone 
lost in the desert need an Oasis Of Salvation! Just about everybody coming into a church 
can enjoy a period of reprieve from their sin-soaked life and hide in the arms of love.  
 

The Church is to be ready to minister to the spiritually exhausted and those dying of thirst. 
Many dying souls enter the church as the last resort, unaware that mercy, grace, and love, 
is theirs for the taking. The Oasis Of Salvation will not dare disregard any stricken soul. 
 

Onesimus is a condemned slave. Roman law gave slave owners free pass to punish 
slaves as they saw fit. Onesimus is in the same dire straits the saints of God were before 
coming to Christ. The Bible says of Onesimus and us: 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience”  [Ephesians 2:1-2] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
 

The Oasis Of Salvation is the testimonial life of the Gospel power of salvation: men and 
women, once condemned as Onesimus, are now forgiven, redeemed, and restored, to God. 
 

What is the visible results of your salvation? When your life models forgiveness toward others, when you love others as Jesus 
loves us, when you sacrifice to atone, deliver, and restore, others to God, then your salvation will have its perfect results 

 
12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: 
13  Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the  
     bonds of the gospel: 
14  But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity,  
     but willingly. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
● Paul is strong in love for his circle of associates; he loves hard  ● Paul is humble and never sought to rule as “lord of the church” 
● Paul is precise in dialogue: Onesimus reflects Paul’s heart   ● Paul treated Philemon with high esteem; Philemon has choices 
● Paul needs Onesimus for himself, but sends him where he belongs● Philemon had owner rights to treat Onesimus as a guilty slave 
● Paul know his position as Apostle does not entitle special rights ● Philemon can forgive his slave; extend love, mercy, and grace 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Church is a salvation center of spiritual training for ambassadors of 
Christ; ambassadors of Christ apply the precepts of salvation in every life they 
can; ambassadors are to extend Church ministries beyond the walls 
 
The Church is more than a place for greetings and fellowship. Nor is the Church anything 
like a fraternity. The Church is about effecting spiritual change with sinners and God, and 
then the saints at large. This is why the Church is an Oasis Of Salvation! The Bible says: 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren”  [1 John 3:16] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
 

God’s saints are aware of the immense sacrifice Christ made to save sinners. Thus, the 
Church is divinely tasked to labor in salvation to rescue sinners from this sin-sick world. 
Many hopeless souls are still miles away from the Oasis Of Salvation! 
 

Sinners come to the Church for many reasons; even so, they are on the verge of spiritual 

conversion.  They will hear the unadulterated gospel that will result in salvation upon their 
acting by faith in Jesus.  More importantly, saints need to go and retrieve dying souls! 
 

Paul knows he is indebted to Christ for his salvation. For this reason, Paul will speak up 
and intercede for Onesimus. As Christ paid for our sin debts, Paul offers to pay Onesimus’ 
debts so he might be restored to Philemon, his earthly master. Paul has imitated Christ: 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit”  [1 Peter 3:18] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
 

Are you an active Gospel partner with Christ? Are you God’s dispenser of spiritual blessings? If your ambassadorship is not 
active, how will sinners know God is merciful without a word from you? How will sinners know God is no respecter of persons? 

 
15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; 
16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more 
     unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 
17  If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. 
18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
● Paul hints God is at work in the separation, achieving His purpose ● Paul is ready to incur, repay whatever debts owed by Onesimus 
● Paul believes providence led Onesimus to him: both are blessed ● Philemon can have eternal gain, while he suffers earthly loss   
● Paul is clear: Onesimus is a brother in Christ, not a slave to men ● Philemon has freedom to forgive, reconcile, recover a lost soul 
● Philemon should receive Onesimus as an eternal brother, friend   ● Answer question:  “are you partner with Jesus” in the gospel? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Conclusion 
 
The Church is a salvation center for redemption, forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration. 
These spiritual elements are indicators of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. When saints of 
God offer themselves as living sacrifices the Oasis Of Salvation will come alive in us.  
 

The life of the saints is to be a salvation oasis to everybody they come in contact with.  In 
other words, precepts of salvation should be what safeguards your relationships. Since 
you are forgiven, then the thread that keeps your relationships thriving is forgiveness.  
 

Your salvation is personal. Salvation is yours through faith in Christ, but it was also given to 
be shared with all lost souls that crosses your path. This means your salvation should 
touch everybody that relates with you for any given reason. It begins with you: 
 

================================================================================================================= 

● Treat everybody with dignity/respect: God may be using you ● Intercede for others: pray for others to be delivered, saved 
● Cherish your salvation: you were once lost, lived in sin, wickedness ● Make needed sacrifices for others with hope of their salvation 
● Trust your sanctification: God is cleansing you, others will be too ● Become a willing partner with Jesus for benefit of others in need 
================================================================================================================= 
 

Are you an Oasis Of Salvation in all areas of your life? Have you interceded on behalf of 
your love ones, co-workers, and others, who still reject Jesus? Do you see yourself as vital 
in the continued ministry here at the Church? If not, why not? 
 

Having received God’s grace at the Oasis Of Salvation yourself, will you put your salvation 
to use and help another be saved? There is no other way to serve God. Listen to this: 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”  [Hebrews 12:28] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------- 
 

================================================================================================================= 

Message Reflections: 1. Are you a willing gospel disciple/partner with God? 3. Will you now forgive all debts of wrong toward you? 
  2. Are you afraid to permit God to work through you? 4. Do you pray for forgiveness/salvation of others? 
================================================================================================================= 

===  Kindle the will    ===  Energize the will     ===  Disturb the conscience     ===  Stir the heart 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Meditation 
 

================================================================================================================= 

Prayer:                                            ========  2 Corinthians 13:5:  Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith 
 

Father God, we come now, asking that you give us a sense of urgency in these evil days; many do not know Jesus Christ, and are headed 
to certain doom; give your saints resolve, O God, to desire, seek, and pray for salvation of all men; grant mercy and grace to all men; teach 
us to diligently live our salvation that others will come to know Jesus through us; we trust you, O God, to never leave us, but to work 
through us; we confess Jesus, by faith, for eternal life; we give you the praise, glory and honor, in Jesus’ Holy Name; Amen. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Rev. Dr. Anthony W. Johnson 
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● Paul and Salvation: he is motivated by love, seeks to save all men  ● Paul and Salvation: he willingly lays his life down to save others 
● Paul and Salvation: he knows the pain of living in condemned state ● Paul and Salvation: he offers to pay debits to secure salvation  
================================================================================================================= 
 

08  Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 
09  Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a  
     prisoner of Jesus Christ. 
10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 
11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
● Paul knows the power of authority as an Apostle: operates in love ● Paul lived by example; he is careful not to impose on others 
● Paul speaks by experience: he is a veteran in the faith of ministry ● Paul is careful in how he lived, knowing others would follow him    
● Paul sincerely appeals for the condemned:  all have gone astray ● Paul meets Onesimus; details unknown; but God is working    
● Paul makes appeal on Onesimus’ behalf, a slave to man, now save ● Salvation fact: all men are initially alienated from God; useless 
 

Application: Jesus offered Himself as a plea to God to save man who, by nature, is alienated and condemned before the judgment  
 bar of God; in living color, Paul offers himself as a plea to Philemon to receive Onesimus, a runaway slave, as a new  
 creature in Christ, having been redeemed; therefore Onesimus deserves to be reconciled and received in divine favor 
 

================================================================================================================= 
 

12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: 
13  Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the  
     bonds of the gospel: 
14  But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity,  
     but willingly. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
● Paul is strong in love for his circle of associates; he loves hard  ● Paul is humble and never sought to rule as “lord of the church” 
● Paul is precise in dialogue: Onesimus reflects Paul’s heart   ● Paul treated Philemon with high esteem; Philemon has choices 
● Paul needs Onesimus for himself, but sends him where he belongs● Philemon had owner rights to treat Onesimus as a guilty slave 
● Paul know his position as Apostle does not entitle special rights ● Philemon can forgive his slave; extend love, mercy, and grace 
 

Application: Jesus died on the cross, arose from the grave; saints are now alive in newness of life as profitable ministers of the  
 Gospel; saints are enabled to help others to partake of the fruit of the Gospel: Christ’s mercy, grace, and love; saints  
 must be merciful to all enemies, to be gracious to them who are caught in the traps of sin and corruption, and love 
 those living without true hope of Christ 
 

================================================================================================================= 
 

15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; 
16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more 
     unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 
17  If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. 
18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
● Paul hints God is at work in the separation, achieving His purpose ● Paul is ready to incur, repay whatever debts owed by Onesimus 
● Paul believes providence led Onesimus to him: both are blessed ● Philemon can have eternal gain, while he suffers earthly loss   
● Paul is clear: Onesimus is a brother in Christ, not a slave to men ● Philemon has freedom to forgive, reconcile, recover a lost soul 
● Philemon should receive Onesimus as an eternal brother, friend   ● Answer question:  “are you partner with Jesus” in the gospel? 
 

Application: Jesus paid the debt of sin for all mankind; saints are saved through Christ’s atonement; saints are to follow Jesus in  
 taking on the spiritual burdens of others in hopes of drawing them into saving relationship with Christ; Jesus came  
 to save the lost, and we must be partners with Jesus in extending His forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration to  
 the lost world 
 

================================================================================================================= 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Rev. Dr. Anthony W. Johnson 
 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me…”▬Psalm 139:24 
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James 5:19-20 
 

19  Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
20  Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins. 
 
Galatians 6:9 : And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
 
Philippians 2:12-13 
 

12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
 
Psalm 101:6 
 

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he 
shall serve me. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:6-7 
 

6  Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the 
apostles of Christ.  
7  But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:  
 
Hebrews 10:10-14 
 

10  By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
11  And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins:  
12  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;  
13  From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.  
14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:15 
 

For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten you through the gospel. 
 
2 Peter 2:4-9 
 

4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;  
5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the 
flood upon the world of the ungodly;  
6  And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an 
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;  
7  And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:  
8  (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds;)  
9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished:  
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Romans 4:1-4 
 

1  What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?  
2  For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.  
3  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.  
4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 : Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
Romans 14:17-18 
 

17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  
18  For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 
 
Hebrews 12:28 
 

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
 
Ephesians 1:4 
 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 

13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  
14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  
15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are 
in the house.  
16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.  
 
1Thessalonians 5:5 
 

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  
 
1 Peter 2:5 
 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
 
Mark 16:15 : And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
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Acts 1:8 
 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
 
1 John 3:16 
 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-2 
 

1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  
2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience. 
 
Romans 12:1 
 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
 
1 Peter 2:9 
 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 : Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be 
ye reconciled to God. 
 
Isaiah 53:5-6 
 

5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  
6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 
 
Colossians 4:17 
 

And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.  
 
1 Timothy 4:16 
 

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee. 
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Philemon 
Paul’s Appeal For Onesimus 

 
08  Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which 

is convenient,  
09  Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the 

aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  
10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:  
11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and 

to me:  
12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own 

bowels:  
13  Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have 

ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:  
14  But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it 

were of necessity, but willingly.  
15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest 

receive him for ever;  
16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to 

me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?  
17  If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.  
18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account. 
 


